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In the concluding seclion, the book bJings out the Iimiuuions 
inherent in Rous:,;e<\u's view of amour-propre. r.,'!ostly they ('ollle 
down to the ovcnunbitious aspiration, all thf' parl of Rousseau, to 
"deli ver a systematic account of the perils and promise of human 
existence" from the analysis of a single component of human nalure, 
broadly construed wl(1 understood as at ol1ce P31t of the problem .mel 
of its solution. 011(' is left wondering, however, whether the source of 
evil, in Housseau's l.heodic-y, really is in the end ]Jsyclwlogicaf, or 
cloes not reside in lhe social arrangements divisive ,me! competitive 
in U1(~ spontaneous order emerging from prolo-socialion, hanllonious 
and e<luilable aner the "social contract" is cnac:t.ed~(.haL cause the 
smne psyc-hological disposition to generate two quire different 
outcomes. 

In sum, the book creariwly brings I.Ogcf.hcr the themes of amour
propre and r('cognition and sheds also a systematic philosophical 
light on til(' nature and impol1 of our cOlic-em for our fellows' 
consiUcration. ·AJcss..'lndro Ferrara, 77w UnilX!rsity oj Rome -Tor 
\lemMa. 

Nezzo, Angelica. Ideal f.:ll1bodimenl: Konl's 77teOlY oj SelJsibilily. Similes 
ill Conlinental ,{hollghl. l3loomington and Indi<umpolis: Indiana 
University Press, 2008. xii + 414 pp. Cloth, $75.00; paper, $27.95-
Nuzzo's book examines Kant's lhl'OIY of human cmbodimCIll and 
sensibility, She examines Kant not as an anthropologist 01" 
psychologist" lnll as a cri tical, "transcendental philosopher.·' N U720 

wishes to defend Kant against charges of "mentalism" and "dual ism.'· 
In the book, which presupposes a reader's familial;IY with til(' three 
Critiques. the lel111 "sensibility'· (Silmlichkcit) covers a complex 
terri tory that includes intuition, sensation, feeling, imagination, 
desires, affect>;, and emotions. Nuzzo argues that much of 
contempor:.uy thcOiy of the subj ect is built around a rejection, 
C'onecl ion, and r('fonnulation of Kantian not.ions of embodimelll, 
which I lind plausible. She argues that the notion of lnUlscenclentai 
embod im('nt provides lh(' unifying t.hread of Kant's epistemology, 
moral philosophy, aesthpl.ics, and teleology o f living nature. TIle 
book is int ended as both a direct contribution to Kant scholarship 
.md as an indirect way to think wilh Kant on embodiment: its prilllaJY 
aim is ('xegetical. 1'h(' author sees her book as the lirst 
comprehensive study o f transcendental ('tllbod iment in the three 
Critiques. lIer studY also discusses precritical reOections and t.exts 
such as Dreams oj (I SpiJi/·Seer (1766), ··On the Ultimate Ground of 
the Diff('rentiatioll of Regions in Space" ( J768), and DiSSl'rtalio 
i J/(/ ugu/"(Il is (1770). 



716 SUMMARIES AND COMMENTS 

The well-organized book contains an introduction, nine chapters, 
and a conclusion. It is divided into three parts: "The Body in TheOl1'," 
'1'he Body in Practice," and "The Body Reflected." Each part is 
devoted to sensibility in relation to pure reason, practical reason. and 
the facuhy of judgment. Nuzzo persuasively argues that Kantian 
sensibility, far from being a merely receptive faculty, discloses an 
independent, actiue component responsible for shaping human 
experience of and in the world. Pure reason owes the capacity of 
establishing itself in concreTe human experience to its I!mbodied 
sensible condilion. Kanrs transcendental doctrine ends Cartesian 
mind-body dualism by giving visibility for the first lime to a pure, (I 

pl'iori dimension of our cogn itive, practical, ,md aesthetic sl'nsibility, 
a dimension that is in'educible to purely mental a('tivilies and is 
necessarily embodied, Kant grounds the humanity of reason in the 
distinctly human cxpl'rienc('s made possible by the a priori of the 
human body, 

Pmt I (contain ing chapters "Bod ies in Space,"' "Bodies and Souls;' 
and "Disembodied Ideas") investigates the rol e that sensibility plays 
in Kant's theory of knowledge and attempt'S to show how Kant's 
doctrine of space is the foundation o f his epist.emology lUlll moral 
theory. Pmt 2 (containing "Bodies in Action," "Pure Practical Reason 
and the Reason of Human DeSire," and "Freedom in t11C Body'") 
argues lhat lhe pnJ.{'tical fOl1n of the agent's body is something 
produced by Ole det('nnination of \he will 01rough the moral law, 
This praclical fonn is the first effe(:t of, and does not precc-de, 
r('ason's intelligible causality. Pal1 3 (consisting of "Aesthetics of the 
Body," "Reflections of the Body, Reflections on the Body," and 
"Embodied Ideas") investigates the role played by Ill(' condition o f 
embodiment with regard to the peculiar feeling of pleasure and 
displeasure that defines beauty and sublimity and thaI grounds our 
search for order in nature. Nuzzo argues that life is an aesll/etic 
matter that concems our faculty of judgment, and that only the 
activity of Ule reflective faculty of judgment e<tll disclosf' a 
lr:.ulscendent.."ll perspective on our experience of life. 

The book's Ulesis about sensibility makes possible at least three 
future projects, for Nuzzo. By using the guiding thread of 
transcendental embodiment, one can question the relationship 
between KanL's critical philosophy and the applied philosophy found 
in the Anth.m})QloY.IJ, the Metaphysics of Momls, and OPIIS 
Postl/mum. One can also examine the rather peculiar situation 01at 
the (usually unacknowledged) influence of Kant is present precisely 
where contemporary analytic: and continental philosophers claim to 
be fa)" from tnll1scendenlal idealism, Moreover, one can ask which 
model or methodology-transcendental philosophy or 
Ilegelian/Marxian dialectic- allows us to come to the best 
understanding of the body. The book addresses KanL's 
transcendental consideration of the body rather than the dimensions 
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of history and culture. Since the book does seem to make these 
interesting projects possible, its achievements are all the more 
noteworthy. 

The book admirably draws frolll both analytic and con tinental 
philosophy and demonstrates a deep understanding of Kant 
scholarship, contemporary debates, and the histOlY of modem 
philosophy. It judiciously uses footnotes to elaborate pOints of 
agreement or disagreemcill with writers such as Dcrrida, Guyer, 
I-ieidegger, Lingis, Lyot<.'1rd, Makkreel, Sallis, Shell, and Strawson. The 
book's analyses arc insightful and perceptive, and I particularly 
e.-tioyed its closing discussion of the sublime in connection with 
freedom. Overall, Nuzzo's comprehensive book is aesthetically 
appealing and readable, having an overarching nan-alive thal moves it 
along at a confident pace,- Robclt R. Clewis, GWYlledd·Melr:y 
College. 

POUND, Marcus. Theology, Psyc/towwlysis, and Tl'(lu1I10, London: SCM 
Press,2oo7, xix + 188 pp, Cloth, $00,00; paper, $28.75-NotJling says 
radical like the following: "I adopt a Protestant (Kierkegaard) and an 
atheisl (Lacan) to defend Ihe Catholic doctrine of tJle Eucharist and 
its institution:' This is the stated procedure of the final chapter of 
Marcus Pound's Theology, Psychoal/alysis, and 7'rawna, and a 
central claim of the book's overall argument. It seems light that 
work coming oul of the 'tradition' of Hadical Orthodoxy would 
stre Ich the reader's tolerance for synthesis as far as possible, and 
wind up back at the same stubbolll paradox of the incal1lalion, a 
doctrine whose implications Powld extends pastorally to both the 
liturgical practice of the church and the counseling session of the 
psychoanalyst 

Roughly the first half of Tlwology lays the philosophical 
groundwork for the contrast of Kierkegaard and Lacan that will 
catalyze the theological work that culminates in the linal IwO 
chapters. Pound's methodology is explained in different languages
sometimes "Lacanese" as he calls it, and other times by means of 
Kierkegaardian concepts, lie aims to pelfoml "an analytic 
intervention on Lacan" or "to 'repeat' Lacan" through Kierkegaard. 
Given the technical jargon characleristic of Lacan and Kierkegaard, 
but also of J-ieidegger, struci UI'alism, and deconstruction, therE' are 
several moments in the tex\. where translations are in order, and 
sometimes Pound provides these. According to Pound, Kierkegaard's 
stages of existence and Lacan's "trinity" of the imaginruy, symbolic, 
and real, Crul be viewed rulalogously, as Crul Kierkegaard's distinction 
between objective and subjecth'c relations to tmlh and Lacan's 
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